Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council

9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Councillor Angus Neish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

All Parish Council Meetings are open to the Public and Press 
Tuesday 10th March 2015
To All Members of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council

Dear Councillor, 

You are summoned to a meeting of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council, at Maiden Bradley Village Hall on Tuesday 10th March 2015 at 7.30pm. The meeting will consider the items set out below.

Before the meeting there will be a public session to enable the people of Maiden Bradley to ask questions of, and make comments, regarding the Parish Council. Questions not answered at this meeting will be answered in writing to the person asking the question, or may appear as an agenda item for the next meeting. Members of the public are asked to restrict their comments, and/or questions to three minutes.

Sarah Jeffries MILCM
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Parish Clerk




          
        Wednesday 4th March 2015
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7.30pm Public Question Time

This section (at the Chairman’s discretion may last up to 15 minutes) is not part of the formal meeting of the Council and minutes will not be produced. Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s 1 extended by the LG Act 972 s 100.
Report from Unitary Councillor

Report from Rural Police Department 

Presentation of the Link Scheme Grant Cheque 
Agenda

1. Acceptance of apologies for absence 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record to be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Parish Clerk as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member's absence are accepted.

2. Chairman’s announcements
3. Dispensations

Council is asked to discuss any written requests for dispensation the Clerk may have received from Councillors
4. To receive declarations of interests Local Authorities 

Declarations of Interest members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the relevant authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).

5. Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c

The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

6. To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10th February 2015 (Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)
7. Co-option 

Council is asked hear a report from the Clerk if required.
8. Planning
15/01466/TCA Proposal:  Engineering works for the creation of a hard surfaced track and turning area along the access route to the Partridge rearing field

Location: field at Kingston Lane Maiden Bradley 
Council is asked to discuss the above application and inform the Clerk of its comments.
15/01290/FUL Proposal:  T1 Beech - Reduce height of tree by approx. 2 metres and balance the shape of the crown. Thin crown by 10%

Location: 41 Church Street Maiden Bradley BA12 7HW
Council is asked to discuss the above application and inform the Clerk of its comments.

(Please note: in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal Authority being the deciding body)

9. Parish Steward/Highways

Council is asked to discuss and compile a list of works required, of any items they have seen or had reported to them by parishioners, for the Community Day. These will then be reported to the Co-ordinator.
10. Community Emergency Plan - up date to include Snow Plan etc

Councillor Patrick Nixon is the present Community Emergency Volunteer Leader and holds the present copy of the Emergency Plan.
The Clerk has been approached by Surriya Subramaniam Head of Public Protection (Emergency Planning Resilience and Response) with the idea that parishes should be aware of all the local risks, and prepare their volunteers for anything from flooding to flu! So he has advised the Clerk that the Parish Council need to look at the present Emergency plan to include the above suggestions and with the inclusion of a Snow Plan. Wiltshire Council are now unable to support the Parish in the same way as it has  in the past and is asking the parishes have such resilience plans in place. Councillor Patrick Nixon is qualified to advise on how he sees the parish should address this request.
11. Annual Litter Pick 

Council is asked to inform the Clerk if any further action is required. The Clerk has the litter pick documentation ready and has purchased the first aid kit. The Clerk needs to know to who she is to deliver the equipment too on Thursday 12th March 2015, ready for the 14th March 2015.
12. Recreational Area 
Frome Town Sports
Council is asked to discuss the email received by the Clerk below:

I live in the village on Frome Road and play for a football team who are looking for a new pitch to play on next season. I would like to know the plans for the rec. My football team is called Frome Town Sports and the reserves and possibly youth team need to find a pitch closer to Frome. The first team play at Frome Town. The club are supported by Frome Town FC, and I am interested in investigating the possibilities of a football foundation grant to help improve facilities at the rec. For the team to make this their home pitch they would need changing facilities on site. They would also need the pitch to be made bigger (there is a possibility of turning the pitch round). 

If you could let me know whether this is a feasible project please do. I am willing to assist as much as time enables me to, as a villager it would be good to get the pitch back into use, it will also bring people to the village and no doubt back to the pub after each match. 

Community Pay Back

Council is asked to note that the Clerk has had a reply from Tracy Geiran, Project Co-ordinator Community Payback Team regarding the new cost for using the community payback teams. 
Our contribution costs will depend heavily on the type of work involved and the machinery used, if you could let me know a little more about the project I would be grateful.
Swimming Pool 

Council is asked to hear an update report from the Trustees if required. 

13. Annual Parish Meeting – Arrangements

Council is asked to provide the Clerk with a list of the Clubs and Groups and individuals it wishes to invite to the Annual Parish Meeting to present to Council on their activities and aspirations for the year ahead.
14. Register of Interests 

Councillors not present at the previous meeting are asked to confirm to the Clerk that their Register of interests on the Wiltshire Council website has been checked and they have updated it if required.

15. Local Council Award Scheme

Council is asked to discuss the Clerks request to Council/ that it or an individual Councillor previews the documentation required with the Clerk before it is sent off for marking. Just as a second check.

16. CPRE

Council is asked if it wishes to renew its membership to the CPRE Group. They have written thanking the Parish Council for its support over the years and have pointed out that they have persuaded the government to reduce the impact of existing roads and to use such measures as tunnelling, using low noise surfacing and planting new trees, there is now a 5p levy on plastic bags to help reduce the litter and plastic pollution in our countryside and towns and they are working towards not letting renewable energy trump landscape and heritage concerns so protecting the landscape.  The cost is £36.00 for the year. 

17. Data Protection Registration - Renewal Due 

Council is asked to note that its registration as a data controller under the Data Protection Act will expire on 10/04/2015. It is legally required to renew its registration each year unless it no longer needs to be registered because its circumstances have changed. The Clerk can confirm that the Data Registration is still required as the circumstances of the Council have not changed from last year. Council is therefore asked to approve the renewal cost of £35. 

18. Approval and signing of Parish Accounts for the month of February 2015
Internal Audit Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 2

Council asked to approve the accounts for February 2015
19. Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)
To retrospectively review and approve the items of expenditure listed below: 
Invoices

Wages March LGA 1972 s111 





       £335.92
Postage LGA 1972 s111






       £    1.86
Travelling Clerk LGA 1972 s111





       £    7.74

Heat Light etc LGA 1972 s111





       £    8.67

K. M. Dike Nurseries Open Spaces act 1906 ss 9 and 10

       £268.13

K. M. Dike Nurseries Open Spaces act 1906 ss 9 and 10 (Replacement cheque

For cheque number 000920 not received. Cheque Cancelled
)
       £268.13

CPRE Subscription LGA 1972 s111 (if approved)


       £  36.00
Stationary Plus (First Aid Kit) LGA 1972 s111



       £  20.12
Link Scheme Grant GPC






       £100.00
Data Protection Registration LGA 1972 s111



       £  35.00
Receipts
Interest 








      £      0.15
Horningsham PC IT Contribution



                            £     7.85
Budget Report
Council is asked to review the budget to date. The Clerk will distribute copies at the meeting.
Section 137 limit for 2015/16

Council is asked to note that the Department for Communities and Local Government has confirmed that the appropriate sum for parish councils for the purposes of section 137(4) (a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (“1972 Act”) for 2015-2016 is £7.36. This is the amount that results from increasing the amount of 2014-15 (£7.20) by the percentage increase in the retail index between September 2013 and September 2014 (of 2.26%), in accordance with Schedule 12B to the Act.
20. Clerk’s Report
Internal Audit

Council is asked to note that the Internal Auditor has arranged to come to the Clerk’s office on the 15th April 2015 this year, to action the Internal Audit. The Clerk would also like to confirm that she has addressed all the items highlighted in the report last year. The Clerk will also re-read the Governance & Accountability Binder to check that she is still following all the correct procedures before the Auditor comes.
The Auditors have also requested the below:

Schedule of information required for audit (where applicable)

Completed Action Plan responses to previous Internal Audit Report 

Annual Return form from external auditors – Current year for certification and prior year for ID of any issues raised by external auditors

Statement of Accounts (including Supporting Statement/Notes) ‘where prepared

A copy of the Council’s approved Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, ideally electronically, also the date when last adopted / re-adopted

Risk assessment documentation and/or register

Budget documentation used to determine precept

Budget reports presented to members during year

Asset register

Cashbooks (manual or spreadsheet format) If computerised records are maintained on Alpha or Omega, a backed up copy of the year-end detail for the year; if other systems are in use, the closing Trial Balance and detailed 

Transaction reports showing all postings to each nominal account for the year
Bank statements covering the financial year and current year to date

Cheque and bank paying-in books covering the financial year under audit

Documentation supporting receipts, including; - 

•Trade invoices/till receipts and acknowledgements of receipt for grants and donations

•Insurance schedule for the financial year under audit (covering the year-end)

•Copies of VAT claims submitted in year or subsequently

Payroll records for the year, including copies of the year-end returns, plus Tax coding notices covering the financial year, Time records (if any) and Copies of employment contracts

Minute books or loose-leaf minutes, whichever is in use, covering the whole financial year.  

NB: Where documents such as spreadsheets and minutes, etc. are held electronically, we will happily accept e-mail or disc copies of those provided a certificate is enclosed signed by the Chairman confirming them to be a true record of the Council’s business (see also the covering e-mail re minutes and corporate governance issues).
See also attached check sheet the Clerk has produced to use when compiling the audit and to confirm to Council the actions taken. This will be extremely useful if the Parish Council are chosen as one of the 5% checks this year.
Website
Council is asked to note that the Clerk has updated the Parish Council website with the documents required for the Transparency code for smaller councils. There are now 39 pages on the website, some pages will have documents uploaded with the relevant documentation, when the Year End Audit has been completed.
Village Hall

Council is asked to note that the Clerk has assisted the Village Hall Committee with a Grant Application to the AONB for £600.00 of funding for the memorial garden costs. The Clerk is now working with the Committee on a grant application to Jewson’s for a Building Better Communities Grant for the hall.

New Councillor Training

Council is asked to note that the Clerk is actioning Councillor Training at Pitton & Farley Village Hall on the 7th March 2015 at 9.30am, for Councillors in the Wiltshire Area.

National Association of Local Councils 
Council is asked to note that the Clerk attended a meeting of the NALC legal users group in London on the 2nd March 2015 discussions were had on the below:

1. To support the head of service to ensure legal/comms effectively meets the needs of NALC, CALCs and member councils

2. To provide feedback from councils to the Head of Service on service development

3. To understand the constraints in which the service operates and help overcome any barriers to improvement

4. To identify improvements to the service

5. To give views to the Head of Service on any particular initiatives they are planning 
This proved to be an extremely interesting meeting and the agreed actions will directly affect and assist the parish council in the future. The Clerk attends these meetings in her own time and is paid her traveling costs by NALC.
Clerks Holiday

Council is asked to consider the Clerk taking 8 hours lieu time during the Easter School Holiday break 30th March 2015 to the 3rd April 2015.

21. Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

Councillors are asked if they could inform the Clerk should they wish to attend or wish the Clerk to attend on their behalf any meetings listed below:
At the time of compiling this Agenda there were no meetings to report.

22. Correspondence received 
Somerset Minerals Plan: Development Plan
Council is asked to note that Somerset County Council resolved to adopt the Somerset Minerals Plan: Development Plan document up to 2030 on 18 February 2015. Council is asked to inform the Clerk if it wishes to make an application to the High Court under Section 113 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 on the grounds that: 

• The document is not within the appropriate power; or

• That a procedural requirement has not been complied with.

The Minerals Plan was considered by an independent Inspector during hearing sessions in September 2014. The Inspector’s report (received on 22 January 2015), the Minerals Plan, Sustainability Appraisal and all material relating to the examination process can be viewed on the Council’s website at: www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsplan

The Somerset Minerals Plan (incorporating the recommendations of the Inspector), Sustainability Appraisal and a full Adoption Statement can be viewed, free of charge, at the following places:

• In printed copy at Somerset County Council, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY (during normal opening hours).

• In printed copy at District Council offices in Somerset (during normal opening hours).

• Online at www.somerset.gov.uk/mineralsplan and via Public libraries (during normal opening hours).

Any person aggrieved by the Somerset County Council Minerals Plan may make an application to the High Court under Section 113 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 on the grounds that:

• The document is not within the appropriate power; or

• That a procedural requirement has not been complied with.

Applications must be made within six weeks following after the publication of this statement of adoption and must be received by no later than the 1st April 2015. Further information is available on the Council’s website (stated above) or by contacting the Planning Policy team on 0845 345 9188 or email: mineralsandwaste@somerset.gov.uk 
Petition to save Rural Community Councils 

Council is asked to note that more than 13,000 people have signed a petition against proposals to withdraw government funding from England's 38 rural community councils. The e-petition was set up in January by Action for Communities in Rural England (ACRE) after it emerged that Defra funding could be withdrawn.  ACRE (www.acre.org.uk) is the national body for the 38 rural community councils which lead, support and enable rural community initiatives, reaching 50,000 grassroots organisations. Community First is the Rural Community Council for Wiltshire.  

ACRE warned that 90 years of dedicated support for 11,000 rural communities could be jeopardised if the cuts go ahead. Some 900 staff across the network offer a range of specialist skills – from helping to run community transport schemes and oil-buying clubs to assessing housing needs.  "This nationwide network of rural community councils carries out crucial work to help our communities thrive," said ACRE. "It funds, leads or enables thousands of projects to help people tackle the challenges they face."  Cllr Ken Browse, chair of National Association of Local Councils said. "Without the network's support, communities will be less resilient, services will be lost and more people will become lonely and isolated” Defra has since confirmed that it will maintain its £2.3m investment in the ACRE Network for 2015/16.

A big thank you goes to those of you who signed the petition.  The petition runs until 30 March 2015.
Booklets, Brochures and Emails on the below list were also received.
Wickstead Playgrounds
23 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers

The Clerk will give Council details of any matters dealt with under her delegated powers since the last meeting of Council. LGA 1972 s101
24. Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in April.
Councillors are asked to highlight any further items.
Quarterly VAT Claim Check

Nominations for the Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman at the May meeting

Internal Audit

Annual review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit

Year End Accounts

25. Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards

Councillors are asked to inform the Clerk.
26. Date of the next meeting
The Council is asked to note that the Tuesday 14th April 2015 is the date of the next meeting. The Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm followed on by the Annual Parish Council Meeting. All are welcome to attend.
Council are asked to note that in the exercise of their functions they must take note of the following: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Any person who may find difficulty in access to the meeting through disability is asked to advise the Clerk (07540 611906) or 01985 213436 email (maidenbradley@virginmedia.com) at least 24 hours before the meeting so that every effort may be made to provide access.
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